WHO TOUCHED ME?

Mark 5

25)  And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years,

26)  and had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse,
27)  When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind and touched His garment.
28)  For she said, if I may touch but His clothes, I shall be whole.
29)  And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed of that plague.
30)  And Jesus, immediately knowing in Himself that virtue had gone out of Him, turned Him about in the press, and said, who touched my clothes?
31)  And His disciples said unto Him, thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, who touched me?
32)  And He looked round about to see her that had done this thing.
33)  But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before Him, and told Him all the truth.
34)  And He said unto her, daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of thy plague.
TO BE UNCLEAN

This poor woman lived 12 long years suffering with her condition: an issue of blood that did not cease during this time period.  

The Levitical law was clear; anyone experiencing a normal issue of blood would be unclean for a period of 7 days.  This time period was known as her “separation”.  During a woman’s time of separation, any bed she would lie down upon would be unclean.  Any chair that she sat upon would also be unclean.  Any person touching a bed or chair that the woman had touched would likewise be unclean until the even.  

In the book of Leviticus, chapter 15, we read about the law regarding a woman who might experience an issue of blood that lasted longer than her normal time of separation:

19)  And if a woman have an issue, and her issue in her flesh be blood, she shall be put apart seven days: ands whosoever toucheth her shall be unclean until the even.

20)  And every thing that she lieth upon in her separation shall be unclean: every thing also that she sitteth upon shall be unclean.  
21)  And whosoever toucheth her bed shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even.
22)  And whosoever toucheth any thing that she sat upon shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even.
23)  And if it be on her bed, or on any thing whereon she sitteth, when he toucheth it, he shall be unclean until the even.
24)  And if any man lie with her at all,  and her flowers be upon him, he shall be unclean seven days; and all the bed whereon he lieth shall be unclean.
25)  And if a woman have AN ISSUE OF BLOOD MANY DAYS OUT OF THE TIME OF HER SEPARATION, of if it run beyond the time of her separation; all the days of the issue of her uncleanness shall be as the days of her separation: SHE SHALL BE UNCLEAN.
National Israel, we know, took the laws regarding clean things and unclean very seriously.  Remember, the apostle Peter, when faced with a vision of unclean animals and God’s command to rise and eat.  Peter said, “Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean (Acts 10:14).”  

This woman, who had an issue of blood for 12 years lived in a state of uncleanness.  Numbers, chapter 5, points out to us just how serious it was to have an issue of blood in the nation of Israel:

2)  Command the children of Israel, that they put out of the camp every leper, AND EVERY ONE THAT HATH AN ISSUE, and whosoever is defiled by the dead:

The woman with an issue of blood was looked upon in much the same way as a leprous person by the Israelites.  Both were unclean; and both were to be avoided.  Let’s look at one more verse that gives us some insights into the passage of Mark chapter 5 that we are reading, turn to Numbers, chapter 19:

22)  And whatsoever the unclean person toucheth shall be unclean; and the soul that toucheth it shall be unclean until the even.

Whatever, or whoever, a woman with an ongoing issue of blood would touch-----would be unclean.  

Let’s try to imagine this woman’s life for 12 long years: she is an outcast amongst her people.  If she were married, her marriage is most probably destroyed.  If she were not married, then marriage would be out of the question.  No man would want to marry a woman who was unclean. Children, of course, would be impossible to have.  And whatever money she once had, she had spent entirely upon the physicians.  This woman was becoming increasingly more desperate for healing.  No wonder, even though she knew that touching a person would make that person themselves unclean: no wonder she dared to reach out and touch the hem of Christ’s garment.  Let’s read the details in Mark 5:

27)  When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched His garment.

28)  For she said, if I may touch but His clothes, I shall be whole.
Later, after Christ had made a point of the fact that He had been touched by someone: the woman, knowing the Levitical law came forth in great fear:

33)  But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before Him, and told Him all the truth.

34)  And He said unto her,……..be whole of thy plague.

She had made Christ unclean; but she did not know that this was the whole reason for Christ’s coming to this sin cursed earth.  He came that the unclean might become clean by taking their uncleanness upon Himself.  

WE ARE ALL UNCLEAN

Some people might think that the Levitical laws were unfair.  That they caused the people of Israel to be prejudiced against certain people (lepers, those with issues, etc.) but what they are not seeing is the tremendous mercy of God in making these laws; and in showing certain individuals (such as this woman) that they were unclean.  

The truth is-- that every sinner is unclean in the eyes of God! Let’s turn over to the book of Isaiah, chapter 64:

6)  But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.

The whole multitude that thronged the Lord Jesus Christ on that day were unclean.  But many of them had not been taught by the Word of God, as had this woman, of their spiritual filthiness in the sight of God.  The law of God had convicted  this woman as to her uncleanness; and it was the law of God that eventually brought this poor woman to Christ Himself.  

When God begins to draw a sinner to Himself, He first awakens in them a knowledge of their spiritually dead condition.  He awakens in them a sense that they are not right in their relationship to God.  He awakens in them a deep spiritual sense of uncleanness when compared to the perfect and righteous standard of the Word of God.  

Once this sense of spiritual uncleanness has been awakened in the life of a sinner----the sinner begins to seek (only because God is drawing them) to spiritual physicians.  Let’s look at Job, chapter 13:

4)  But ye are forgers of lies, ye are all physicians of no value.  

Job’s friends had come not to try and heal the boils upon Job’s body; but they came to encourage; or to spiritually uplift their friend.  However, their counsel was false (because Job was a type of Christ and what they said to Job was not true of Christ); therefore, in God’s estimation, they were just like physicians’ of no value.  

SPIRITUAL LEADERS OF NO VALUE

Today, souls are being drawn by God.  They are awakened to their sin sick condition, and they are troubled greatly by the nagging sense that they are indeed unclean in the eyes of God.  These poor souls then are going to church.  They are seeking out the counsel, the wisdom, of the spiritual leaders of the churches.  The pastor, the elder, and the deacon, talk with troubled sinners and they assure them that they have the remedy for their sin sick condition.  Simply confess your sins and accept Christ and you will be saved.  You will then be healed and your unclean state will be made clean.  

The problem is, that this type of counsel can never heal the soul of a troubled sinner.  Just like the counsel and remedies of the physicians never did heal the issue of blood that troubled that woman for 12 years.  Let’s look at that verse once again:

26)  And had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse.  

The woman surely suffered due to her physical condition.  But the Word of God points out to us, not that she suffered due to her physical condition; but that she suffered “many things of many physicians”.   The physicians who promised her time and again that she would get better.  The physicians that gave her step by step instructions on how to get clean, and be healed of her plague.  These men caused her to suffer greatly.  

My friends, the one being drawn by God is suffering many things at the hands of false spiritual physicians in our day.  Their counsel is to repent and believe; and yet the physicians who deal with souls forget that none can do this of himself.  Or they are aware that the Bible says that all of mankind is spiritually dead; and yet, they still persist in contradicting themselves by giving strong indication that a sinner could exercise faith and bring salvation to himself somehow this very day.  

The sin sick souls are not being healed.  Turn to Ezekiel, chapter 34, in the first several verses of this chapter God is charging the shepherds of Israel with a charge of failing to minister the gospel properly--- in this context we read:

4a) The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed the sick,…..

The spiritual leaders of Israel failed to heal the sick; but it was not because of a lack of effort on their part: turn to the book of Jeremiah, chapter 6:

13b)…..from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely.

14)  They have healed also the hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, saying, peace, peace, when there is no peace.

In Ezekiel, chapter 13, we read of similar language regarding proclaiming peace,  when in fact, there is no peace:

10)  Because, even because they have seduced my people, saying, peace; and there was no peace;….

In Ezekiel 13, God describes the building of a wall with untempered morter, which is a picture of the spiritual wall of the house of God being built up; but the stones in this wall (those hearing the gospel and supposedly becoming saved) are going to crumble down when God discovers the true foundation of this wall (which is not Christ).   In this context, we find the following striking verse:

22)  Because with LIES ye have MADE THE HEART OF THE RIGHTEOUS SAD, whom I have not made sad; and STRENGTHENED THE HANDS OF THE WICKED, THAT HE SHOULD NOT RETURN FROM HIS WICKED WAY, BY PROMISING HIM LIFE.
The poor soul afflicted by an issue of blood for 12 years “suffered many things of many physicians”.  And many poor souls traveling to church this Sunday are being afflicted by the false counsel of physicians of no value.  

They counsel:

Believe in Jesus.  Become baptized.  Do more good works.  Stop worrying and trust what God has promised you.  Take hold of the promises of the Word of God.  Realize that God loves you. 

And all of their counsel to a sinner being drawn by God; but still not yet born again is a cause of grief to their heart.  Lies make the heart of the righteous sad.  The Lord in His mercy as placed a desire in the heart of those whom He will save to hear the truth of the Word of God.  

The sinner seeking the counsel of spiritual physicians does not need to hear words of peace, no!  The sinner needs to hear words of truth.  Such words declare to them that they are spiritually dead.  That tell them plainly that they cannot believe: they cannot repent: they cannot accept that God loves them because unless their sins are paid for the truth is that God hates them .

Notice, that the same counsel that saddens the heart of the one God is drawing unto Himself; that same counsel strengthens the “hands of the wicked”.  Keep in mind, that the hands in the Bible point to our will.  The stubborn, rebellious, and hard hearted will of an unsaved sinner is not broken; but strengthened by the words of pastors and teachers that proclaim a methodology of getting right with God by doing certain works (such as accepting Christ).  When the unsaved hear a gospel that proclaims false words regarding salvation; and those sinners believe those false words; they end up in worse spiritual condition than before.  Their will is strengthened to stay at enmity with God.  

Also, notice in Ezekiel 13:22 what is the chief way that God describes the hands of the wicked our strengthened:

22b)……that he should not return from his wicked way, by promising him life.  

The physicians of no value assure the spiritually unclean souls that come their way: that yes, you are now washed from your sins.  You are clean of all your transgressions.  You now possess eternal life.  

But the one that God is drawing will be saddened.  The one that God is truly drawing will know that deep down in their heart----they are still not right with God.  They will therefore become outcasts among the churches.  Still today, those who refuse the false cleansing offered by false doctrines are viewed by the congregations in much the same way as Israel looked upon a leper, or a woman with an on going issue of blood.  

Let’s read this verse in Jeremiah, chapter 8:

22)  Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there?  Why then is not the health of the daughter of my people recovered?

There is a true physician of souls.  There is the possibility of healing from the terrible sin condition that we suffer from.  However, the great physician is jealous over the fact that He be the One that does the healing.    When a pastor tries to do the healing himself by giving certain steps to perform: than that pastor has overstepped (greatly) his bounds.  Turn over to Mark, chapter 2:

17)  When Jesus heard it, He saith unto them, THEY THAT ARE WHOLE HAVE NO NEED OF THE PHYSICIAN, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.

Have you noticed that when Christ heals someone (like this woman with the issue of blood) He says to her: “…thy faith hath made thee whole….”.  Christ is the faith that saves sinners.  But the problem with the churches today is that they have received counsel that says it is their faith that saves them.   They have received the worst counsel  possible for a dead sinner to receive: exercise your faith and you will be whole.  You will be righteous in the eyes of God.  

This is terrible counsel because, just as Christ says in MK 2:17 above: He did not come for the righteous; but for sinners.  

Why is this?  

Because they that have accepted Christ think that they are whole already; therefore, they truly think that they have no need of the great physician: the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Dear friend, do not listen to the counsel that assures you of a right standing with God.  Wait on the Lord, and wait for Him to heal you.  Wait for Him to say that thy faith (Christ being our faith) hath made thee whole.  

May the Lord richly bless you,

