GLORY IN THE L0RD

Jeremiah 9:23,24

23)  Thus saith the LORD,  let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches:

24)  But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD.

1 Corinthians 1:23-31

23)  But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;

24)  But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.

25)  Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

26)  For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:

27)  But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;

28)  And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:

29)  That no flesh should glory in His presence.

30)  But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

31)  That, according as it is written, HE THAT GLORIETH, LET HIM GLORY IN THE LORD.

GOD RESISTETH THE PROUD

Mankind, since the fall into sin, is exceedingly proud in heart.  Man is strong willed, heady, high minded, and especially stubborn.

The nature of unsaved man’s heart has always been proud and arrogant; but especially in our day----the proud heart of man shows itself in many outward ways.  

The haughty heart of man cannot tolerate the gospel message of the Bible and turns the gospel of grace into a gospel of works.  However, man does not get away with this deception, because the biblical principle is found in 1 Peter 5:

5b)…God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.

God, in His infinite wisdom has developed a salvation plan that is totally alien to man’s prideful nature.  God has developed a salvation plan where man has no active part to play.  He is simply acted upon.  God does all of the work of saving sinners.  God has done this so, “That no flesh should glory in His presence (1 Cor 1:29).”

SALVATION: MAN’S GLORY/ OR/ GOD’S GLORY

Let’s go to the Scriptures and see a vivid picture of the 2 possible salvation plans that exist:

A) Man’s salvation plan, in which he is glorified by doing some spiritual work

B) God’s salvation plan, in which God is glorified because He does all of the saving work.
     Turn to the gospel of Luke, chapter 18:

9)  And He spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised others:

10)  Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.
11)  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.
12)  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.
13)  And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.
14)  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.
Notice, the Pharisee mentions himself often.  5 times he uses the word “I”.  Surely, this man himself is central in his plan of salvation.  

But the Publican, glorifies God by looking to Him totally.  

Over and over again in the gospels, as Christ healed sinners various ailments we read that God was glorified.  Let’s look at:

Luke 5:24-26

24)  But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive sins, (He said unto the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house.

25)  And immediately he rose up before them, and took up that whereon he lay, and departed to his own house, glorifying God.
Luke 7:15,16

15)  And he that was dead sat up, and began to speak.  And he delivered him to his mother.

16)  And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, that a great prophet is risen up among us; and, that God hath visited His people.  
Luke 13:12,13

12)  And when Jesus saw her, he called her to Him, and said unto her, woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity.

13)  And He laid His hands on her: and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God.

Palsy, a dead man, a bowed woman, all healed by Christ.  And their healing glorified God.  Because man played no part in their healing.  What role did the man lying dead on the bier play?  What good work did he do?  

His part, and his only role was to lie there as a dead corpse.  He was in complete ignorance of the fact that God in the person of Christ was going to make him alive.  He was afar off, he was in death itself.  Void of awareness.  This is how you and I are spiritually.  Turn to the book of Ephesians, chapter 2:

1)  And you hath He quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;

This verse sets the context for the following verses: God even repeats this same idea (of our spiritual deadness) a few verses further on: 

5)  Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)

The Lord wants us to get this idea firmly grounded in our minds: sinner you are dead spiritually.  Later on, in verses 8 & 9 God makes some very important statements regarding His salvation plan:

8)  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

9)  Not of works, lest any man should boast.

The Word of God declares that a sinner; a trespasser of the law of God is graciously saved through faith; but---------THAT (that is referring to faith) IS NOT OF YOURSELVES!

JUSTIFICATION BY?

You know the big cry of the Reformation was “Justification by faith alone”.  They were right on target.  The Bible does speak about justification by faith.  But unfortunately, the Reformers missed one small detail regarding justification by faith: that every sinner is justified by the faith of Christ; and not by their own faith.  

You know it is very interesting that the Bible speaks about justification in many different ways.  In Romans 5:1 we find the verse that mentions being justified by faith; but a little further down in that same chapter we read this:

9)  Much more then, being justified by HIS BLOOD,……

Also, in Titus, chapter 3:

7)  That being justified by His grace…..

Perhaps if the Reformers had cried: “justification by blood alone?”  The church would not be in such a sad state of confusion regarding exactly how it is that a sinner becomes saved.  

NO ONE DARES to say, that I am justified in the eyes of God because Christ shed His blood on the cross; and I shed a little tiny bit also when I became saved.  

NO ONE DARES to say, that God has had grace on me; but of course, I also had to find some grace in my heart to cover over my sins.  

However, when it comes to faith------man has somehow managed to think that he actually plays a part in the salvation of his dead soul.  

IS FAITH A LAW WHICH COULD GIVE LIFE?
In Galatians, chapter 3, we read a very interesting, and a very troubling verse.  It is troubling to think that so many have been deceived into believing that they could keep the law and earn their salvation:

21)  Is the law then against the promises of God?  God forbid: for if there had been a law given which could have given life, verily righteousness should have been by the law.  

First of all, we have to realize that the whole Bible is the law book of God.  Everything written in the Bible is the law.  So when we read that we must believe and be saved.  Or that we are justified by faith-----these are all laws that God is stating.  

Now look at the Galatians 3:21 again:  “…if there had been a law given which could have given life…….”  Immediately by the way that God is wording this sentence we see that there never was a law that could give life.  God is stating an impossibility.  Let’s continue reading the verse: “…verily righteousness should have been by the law.”

My friend, this is very serious.  If you think that there is a law in the Bible: a law of faith.  Whereby you can sin in every area; but if you can somehow manage to keep this law of faith---then you will be saved.  My friend, if you think this then actually you are describing a righteousness that comes by the law.  

Let’s read the next verse in Galatians 3:

22)  But the Scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by FAITH OF JESUS CHRIST might be given to them that believe.  

We are saved by grace through faith; but that faith not of ourselves.  Then whose faith saves us?  Christ’s faith saves us.  See Galatians, chapter 2:

16)  Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh by justified.

Let’s turn back to Ephesians, chapter 2, and take another look at verse 9: 

“NOT OF WORKS LEST ANY MAN SHOULD BOAST.”
The word “boast” above is the same word we find translated as “glory” in 1 Corinthians chapter 1.  Any gospel plan that allows for the work of man (such as accepting Christ) in any way: is leaving room for man to glory; and God will not permit the idea of man (or flesh) glorying in His presence. “…as it is written, he that glorieth, let him glory in the LORD.”
