VANITY OF VANITIES

Ecclesiastes Chapter 1

1)  The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.

2)  Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity of vanities; all is vanity.
3)  What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun?  
4)  One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh: but the earth abideth for ever.
5)  The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place where he arose.
6)  The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth about continually, and the wind returneth again according to his circuits.
7)  All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not full; unto the place from whence the rivers come, thither they return again.
8)  All things are full of labour; man cannot utter it: the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.
9)  The thing that hath been, it is that which shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no new thing under the sun.
10)  Is there any thing whereof it may be said, see, this is new?  It  hath been already of old time, which was before us.
11)  There is no remembrance of former things; neither shall there be any remembrance of things that are to come with those that shall come after.
12)  I the Preacher was king over Israel in Jerusalem.
13)  And I gave my heart to seek and search out by wisdom concerning all things that are done under heaven: this sore travail hath God given to the sons of man to be exercised therewith.
14)  I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and,  behold, all is vanity and vexation of spirit.
15)  That whicdh is crooked cannot be made straight: and that which is wanting cannot be numbered.
16)  I communed with mine own heart, saying, Lo, I am come to great estate,, and have gotten more wisdom than all they that have been before me in Jerusalem: yea, my heart had great experience of wisdom and knowledge.
17)  And I gave my heart to know wisdom, and to know madness and folly: I perceived that this also is vexation of spirit.
18)  For in much wisdom is much grief: and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow.
THE WORLD’S  EMPTY GLORY 
The writer of Ecclesiastes (writing under the inspiration of God) was king Solomon.  He was a preacher as he declared the Word of God that came to him; he was the son of David; he was certainly king in Jerusalem.  

Historically, as we read through the book of Ecclesiastes, there can be no doubt that Solomon is the one who experienced the great riches and was blessed with tremendous wisdom by God. 

Spiritually, the preacher is a reference to the Lord Jesus Christ: Isaiah 61:1 tells us in a messianic reference that Jesus would be “…anointed to PREACH good tidings unto the meek;…”.  

Of course, Jesus Christ is often described as “the Son of David” in the gospels.  Over and over again we read: “thou Son of David have mercy upon me”.  

Christ is the eternal King of kings.  And Lord of lords.  He is the King that reigns over spiritual Jerusalem: the body of believers.  

Christ, the Preacher, the Word of God Himself is going to reveal tremendous truths to us in this chapter about the nature of mankind since our fall into sin.  God will use king Solomon as the human example of a man given abundant blessings of wealth and glory and honour.  And yet despite all of these manifold blessings, Solomon says in verse 14:

“I have seen all the works that are done under the sun; and, behold, ALL IS VANITY and vexation of spirit.”

What an incredible statement this is!  Solomon had 700 wives: 300 concubines: he built many things: he had riches untold: he had everything that this world has to offer; and yet, he says that “all is vanity”.  

Let’s go on and read into chapter 2 of the book of Ecclesiastes:

1)  I said in mine heart, go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy pleasure: and, behold, this also is vanity.

2)  I said of laughter, it is mad: and of mirth, what doeth it?
3)  I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting mine heart with wisdom; and to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was that good for the sons of men, which they should do under the heaven all the days of their life.
4)  I made me great works; I builded me house; I planted me vineyards:
5)  I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind of fruits:
6)  I made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees:
7)  I got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had great possessions of great and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me:
8)  I gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the provinces: I gat me men singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons of men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts.
9)  So I was great, and increased more that all that were before me in Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained with me.
10)  And WHATSOEVER MINE EYES DESIRED I KEPT NOT FROM THEM, I WITHHELD NOT ANY JOY; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my portion of all my labour.
11)  Then I looked on all the works that my hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit.
God is not leaving anything out. Look at the list of things Solomon describes: PLEASURE, LAUGHTER, WINE, FOLLY, GREAT WORKS, GREAT BUILDINGS, VINEYARDS, POOLS OF WATER, SERVANTS, SILVER and GOLD,  GREAT POSSESSIONS, MEN and  WOMEN SINGERS, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS.

Vanity of vanities, all is vanity!  

My friends, this is not a pleasant topic for mankind to discuss.  The world does not want to honestly look at the fact that all of the world’s pursuits are vanity.  The world does not want to admit that everything that they set their hands to (apart from Christ) is utter vanity.  The movies, the novels, the arts, the internet; all is vanity.  

The world does not want to admit to themselves nor to each other that their careers, their education, their future aspirations are all meaningless and empty.  The whole of man’s miserable existence: from birth to death, is all vanity and vexation of spirit. 

Now come on, some might say, Solomon reigned nearly 3000 years ago: surely, mankind has advanced beyond the point of mere vanity in the 3000 years since Solomon was king in Israel?  After all, look at all of the world’s achievements in transportation, in communication, in medicine, etc.  

Has the world’s material progress somehow made life more meaningful? 

God answers this question in Ecclesiastes chapter 1: 

4)  One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh: but the earth abideth for ever.

Yes, the world has changed a great deal since king Solomon ruled over the nation of Israel nearly 3000 years ago; but this has not changed: men still live a brief time and then die.  One generation of man comes and another generation of man goes.  All is vanity.  The plain fact that man will die as a result of his sins makes everything else in this world vain.  

5)  The sun also ariseth, and the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place where he arose.

This has not changed.  Even today in our modern world, God still has in place His time keepers of the sun, the moon, and the stars.  The day is still 24 hours long; and it is still only the mercy of God that mankind lives to experience and exist another day: nothing has changed.  

8)  All things are full of labour; man cannot utter it: THE EYE IS NOT SATISFIED WITH SEEING, nor the ear filled with hearing.

Has this changed my friends?  After 3000 years has mankind finally learned to be satisfied? 

No!  The material things of the world have changed: no one can deny that; but man’s lusts have not changed.  Now, with Television and the world wide web, mankind can view the world they love as if they possessed the vantage point of a god.  They see all the glory of all the kingdoms of the world as in a moment------and yet-----the sinner is still not satisfied with all of his seeing.  

Surely, as far as the sinful heart of man goes: there is nothing new under the sun.  

Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.

God asks a very good question of each one of us in Ecclesiastes, chapter 1:

3)  What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun?

Tell me my friend, what is it that makes everything you do and say vain?  

The answer is that your life is vain because you are going to die?  And your life is vain because after you die (if Christ is not your Saviour), you are going to cease to exist forevermore.  Death, the 2nd  death makes all of life vain.  

Turn to the gospel of Matthew, chapter 16:

24)  Then said Jesus unto His disciples, if any man will come after Me, let him deny   himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.

25)  For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for My sake shall find it.
26)  For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
What will the things of the world profit you when you  destroyed in hell? 

What is that favorite sin of yours going to profit you?  That sin that comforts you when you are lonely and sad; that sin that excites you when you feel down; what benefit will that sin give you once you are destroyed?  

Hell makes everything vain.  

What profit is there in once having owned a nice car when you are tormented for five months on earth in the place of weeping and gnashing of teeth?  

My dear sinner friend, turn from your vain pursuits.  Turn from a life of emptiness and turn to the only thing that has substance and  meaning.  Let’s go to 1 Peter, chapter 1:

23)  Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.

24)  For all flesh is grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass.  The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:

25)  But the Word of the Lord endureth for ever.  And this is the Word which by the gospel is preached unto you.

Man’s glory and honour is only as the grass of the field; which today is, but tomorrow is cast into the oven.  

What is there then?  If everything is vain, if all is vanity, then what can a man do to escape a life of emptiness and deceit?  

The only thing that God contrasts with the vanity of the world-----is HIS WORD.  His Word endureth for ever.  The Bible is not vain.  

Also, take a look at this verse in 1 Corinthians chapter 15:

58)  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.

The Word of God and the ministry of that Word to this sin cursed world is not vain.  It is not vanity to hand out tracts my friends.  It is not vanity to pray for our unsaved friends and family.  As a matter of fact, for the child of God, whatsoever He does ought to be done as unto the Lord; and to the degree that a believer is being moved to do this in his life---to that degree all that he does is not vanity.  

However, God also warns us that it is very possible for the emptiness of this world to creep into our christian lives.  See 2 Corinthians, chapter 6:

1b) ….beseech you…that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.

Also, turn over to the epistle of James, chapter 2:

20)  But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?

Remember, what causes a man’s life to be vain is that fact that he will be eternally destroyed.  How many today are receiving the grace of God in vain?   

Any one who says they have faith--------------but does not have the work of Christ as He died for the sins of His people------their faith is vain.  

THE CONCLUSION OF THE WHOLE MATTER

Dear friends, since the Word of God is not vain; and since it alone of all things available to us in this life is eternal: should we not then spend more time with the Bible?  

Would it not be wise to turn off the TV’s, to close the magazines and novels, to stop playing around on the world wide web; and to read the eternal Word of God more and more?

Some recommend 15 minutes a day of Bible reading.  I think that we ought to be reading it as though our lives depended upon it.  

Read the Bible in the morning before work. Then if you get a lunch hour-- read for an hour.  Read when you come home; and place a Bible in your bathrooms for time spent there.  Get the Bible on cassette and an auto reverse cassette player and play Bible tapes to yourself and your children for 8 hours continuously every night (remember the Word of God does not need us to be awake in order for it to cut into our souls like a sharp two edged sword).  

May the Lord richly bless you.

