IT CAME TO PASS

Read Genesis chapter 7

AN ANALOGY 

The world of Noah’s day; and the world of our day can be likened to a man who builds his house upon the railroad tracks.  The man is busy all the day working on his house which he built upon the railroad tracks.  He is very diligent and concerned that the house be kept clean and in good repair.  

The man’s focus and complete attention is on his house.  He seems to see and hear nothing beyond the walls of his house which he built upon the railroad tracks.  

Another man (the believer moved by God to witness) comes and tells the man that his house is built upon the railroad tracks and that a train is sure to come along and destroy his house.  The man who built his house upon the tracks listens intently and then returns to his house and sits in his chair and comfortably watches his television.  

Again and again the other man returns and tells the man who built his house upon the railroad tracks that the sound of the train is getting closer.  The rails are beginning to vibrate: everything is indicating that the train is coming and will come quickly.  

Over and over again the man seems to listen; but after each time he is warned he returns to his house which he built upon the railroad tracks.  Finally, the man in the house stops listening to the warnings from the other man.  

One evening, the man, his wife, and their children sit down to dinner in their house which they built upon the railroad tracks.  They begin to discuss the things they did last week; and the things they intend to do in the next week-----when suddenly------a huge locomotive bursts into their house which the man had built upon the railroad tracks and smashes his house to bits.  The man, his wife, and their children are all utterly destroyed.  

Let’s turn to Psalm 50:

22)  Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver.
EVIL MULTIPLIED

Mankind has heard the warnings of the gospel repeatedly.  God has witnessed to man through His servants the prophets (body of believers) over and over again.  The wages of sin is death.  And the death that God has in view is eternal damnation.  God at any moment is about to rip your very being into pieces: in both body and soul for ever. 

The world before the flood was much like us: they sinned daily against the Holy God of heaven.  We read about God’s reaction to their sin in Genesis chapter 6:

5)  And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

6)  And it repented the LORD that He had made man upon the earth, and it grieved Him at His heart.  
The world of Noah’s day was populated by perhaps one million people.  This total world population (even if it were much higher: say 2 or 3 million people) would be considered a fairly large city in most countries of our world today.  And we do know that a large city can commit great wickedness.  

But consider this: our world today is populated by over 6 billion people (approaching 7 billion).  And the vast majority of these people are not saved.  Therefore, in each sinner who inhabits our world today lies an evil heart of unbelief.  A heart that commits evil continually.  

By sheer numbers, the present generation of man is the most evil generation that has ever existed upon the earth.  Daily, 6 billion sinners are sinning in thought, word, and deed against God.  The sum total of transgressions against God in our day probably outweighs all the sins of mankind combined that have ever lived upon the face of the earth.  Our evil generation is screaming unto the heavens (by their wickedness) to be destroyed.  

How can it be then that the Holy God who destroyed the world of Noah’s day---- has not destroyed us?  

How can it be that the God who destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah---has not yet destroyed us?  

Let’s turn to 2nd Peter, chapter 3 in order to get our answer:

3)  Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,

4)  And saying, where is the promise of His coming?  For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.  
5)  For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the Word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:
6)  Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:
7)  But the heavens and the earth, which arenow, by the same Word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
8)  But beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
9)  The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to usward, NOT WILLING THAT ANY SHOULD PERISH, BUT THAT ALL SHOULD COME TO REPENTANCE.
10)  But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with a fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
11)  Seeing that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness.
12)  Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?
Why does God wait?   Why not destroy this sin cursed earth along with the whole band of rebellious sinners that take great pleasure in their evil deeds?  

2 Peter 3:9 tells us why God has not yet destroyed this earth: He is “longsuffering to usward” because He is waiting for the last of His elect to become saved.  He is not willing that “any” of His chosen people should perish.  But He will put up with man and his sins until He draws that last sinner to Himself.  

God gives us the flood as the example of His longsuffering patience near the end of the world.  We read about this in 1st Peter, chapter 3:

20)  Which sometime were disobedient, when once the LONGSUFFERING OF GOD waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.  

What was God waiting for in the days of Noah?  He was waiting for the ark to be prepared, yes.  But also as the ark was a preparing-----this resulted in the salvation of Noah’s house hold.  

What is God waiting for today?  He is waiting for the house of God to be completed.  He is waiting for the last living stone to be inserted into the New Jerusalem.  Turn back to 2nd Peter, chapter 3; and we will see without question that the sun has risen today ONLY BECAUSE THE LAST OF GOD’S ELECT HAVE NOT BEEN SAVED:

15)  And account that the LONGSUFFERING of our Lord IS SALVATION;…
God defines longsuffering for us-------it is salvation.    Today is still the day of salvation.  

YET SEVEN DAYS

Let’s read the first few verses of Genesis 7:

1)  And the LORD said unto Noah, come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation.

2)  Of every clean beast thous shalt take to thee by sevens, the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean by two, the male and his female.

3)  Of fowls also of the air by sevens, the male and the female; to keep seed alive upon the face of all the earth.

4)  For yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every living substance that I have made will I destroy from off the face of the earth.

God made a decree.  “Yet 7 days” until He would destroy everything living off of the earth.  What was man’s reaction to this decree?  Did mankind weep and howl?  Did they put sackcloth on and repent in dust and ashes?  

No! We read about man’s reaction to Noah’s 120 years of preaching in Matthew chapter 24:

37)  But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be.

38)  For as in the days that were before the flood THEY WERE EATING AND DRINKING, MARRYING AND GIVING IN MARRIAGE, UNTIL THE DAY that Noah entered into the ark,

39)  And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be.

God has determined that mankind (of Noah’s day) has 7 days yet to live; and mankind is totally ignorant of this decree. Mankind continued to live as if they would be upon this earth for ever.  7 days.  One week.  168 hours left to live.  The 7 days followed the normal course of time and they passed.  There they were, busy about their business.  Fetching the water, and preparing the meal.  Some were planning to marry; others were considering a future married to the neighbor’s son or daughter.  

Dear friends, the judgment of God makes every human pursuit vain.  

Imagine----------Christ returns (which we now know will happen in 2011) or God comes for you this very night in death------imagine how foolish it would be if when this time comes you are sitting there in your living room laughing over some comedy show on television.  

You have heard the gospel my friend, over and over again.  But time after time you return to the things of the world.  You forget the warning that God has given to you.  You return to something that temporarily satisfies the lusts of your eyes; or the pride of your heart.  Your return to the deceitfulness of sin.  And sin does its job once again and pulls you another step closer to death (the 2nd  death of eternal damnation).  Sin once again reigns supreme in your life and will reign (apart from God’s interceding grace) unto death.  

My friend, caught by the cords of your own iniquity, consider that you live in a sin cursed earth; and that your soul is housed in a sin cursed body.  The workings of sin are corrupting your weak body daily.  Despite how vigor and strong you might think you feel: you could easily die any moment from a great many different afflictions.  Your heart could stop.  A blood clot could develop and attack your brain.  

Think back.  How many people have you known that are now dead?  How many family members?  How many friends?  How many neighbors?  

I remember growing up in Philadelphia, living on a block of row homes.  As I think back to that 1 block of homes; and as I scan up and down that block and think of all the people that used to live there I can think of many neighbors that I once spoke with which are now dead.  Children I once played with which are now dead.  Family members I once loved which are now dead.  

This is only one city block.  Death came to them just like it will come to you.  

This night thou fool thy soul may indeed by required of thee.  

And what will you do when God comes for you in the darkness of night?  What will you do when your heart suddenly stops and will not start again?  

What will you do when you are finally confronted with the reality of facing a God that will surely destroy you without pity?  

At that moment you will surely be as Esau and carefully seek the blessing through tears.  Or you will be as the children of Israel: who did not want to go up and inhabit the promise land because of the evil report that the spies brought back; but once God passed the judgment that they must then wander in the wilderness for 40 years---they eagerly desired God to allow them to go up and fight with the enemy.  

Let’s turn to the book of Ecclesiastes, chapter 8:

11)  Because sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them to do evil.  

God is longsuffering.  He waits patiently for the last of His elect to become saved; and mankind uses this period of waiting----not to cry out to God for mercy; not to beseech God that they might be saved; but only to do greater evil.  God knows the hearts of men.  God knows that your heart my friend (if you are not saved) is fully set to continue on in your evil ways.  Of yourself you will not turn.  Of yourself your heart is fixed.  

Again today you receive another warning------will you now go back to your house and occupy yourself with some vain thing, and forget God again?  Let’s conclude by reading this verse in Genesis chapter 7:

10)  And IT CAME TO PASS after seven days, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth.

May the Lord richly bless you,

