COME BOLDLY
Hebrews 4:16

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

Each one of us has a very great need, we have an eternal need because of our sins.  We have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.  And God declares that the wages of sin is death.  Because of our sins we are under God’s  wrath in this life; and this sad condition will transfer over into being utterly destroyed and eternally removed from God’s presence forever. 

Unless (by God’s grace) we find a Saviour.

The verse we read in Hebrews 4:16 is a very encouraging verse for sinners: God is telling us that there is a possibility of salvation.  Let’s take a closer look at this verse.

THE THRONE

First of all, we read that we are to come boldly unto “the throne” of grace.  By using this type of language the Lord is indicating to us that the One with whom we have to do is a great King: let’s turn to Psalm 93:

1)  The LORD reigneth, He is clothed with majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, wherewith He hath girded Himself: the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved.

2)  Thy throne is established of old: thou art from everlasting.
The LORD GOD reigns in majestic splendor as He sits enthroned over all things.  He is the Great I AM.  His kingdom goes into the distant eternity past; and it stretches into the farthest regions of eternity future.  The grandeur of the kingdom of God is breathtaking.  Go to Psalm 145:

10)  All thy works shall praise thee, O LORD; and thy saints shall bless thee.

11)  They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power;
12)  to make known to the sons of men His mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of His kingdom.
13)  Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations.
Kings of the earth are called great kings when they possess great power and when they rule over many nations.  The king of Babylon, or the king of Assyria, or the kings over the Medes and the Persians were such great kings.  Some of the Pharaohs, or some of the Caesars were likewise reckoned to be kings of great honor and glory due to the boundaries of their rule.  At times in history some of these men ruled over much of the known world.  

And yet, if all of the glory of these kings and their kingdoms could be wrapped up in a bundle and packaged together it would be no more than a mere drop in the bucket compared to the everlasting kingdom of the One and True God of heaven.  

Satan came to Christ trying to tempt Him by showing Him all of the glory of all of the kingdoms of the earth as in a moment-----and it was nothing to Christ.  He Himself ruled as King over an everlasting kingdom, so what was all of the glories of temporal kingdoms in comparison?  

Let’s read more about this tremendous King and this tremendous kingdom in the book of Revelation, chapter 19:

4)  And the four and twenty elders and the four beast fell down and worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia.

5)  And a voice came out of the throne, saying, praise our God, all ye His servants, and ye that fear Him, both small and great.
6)  And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, alleluia: for the LORD GOD OMNIPOTENT REIGNETH.
God rules over a magnificent kingdom; but it is only a magnificent kingdom because He is a great and magnificent King.  Revelation 19:6 says He is “omnipotent”: the Greek word translated as omnipotent is normally translated as “almighty”.  And “almighty” means just what it says.  God possess all---might.  He is the Lord God Almighty.  He is King of all kings.  He is LORD of all lords.  He is matchless in His Being.  He is the High and Lofty One which inhabiteth eternity.  

As we consider approaching unto this God for mercy-----we ought to be undone.  We ought to fear because of our sins that have offended this glorious God: turn to the book of Isaiah, chapter 6:

1)  In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the LORD sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and His train filled the temple.

2)  Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.

3)  And he cried unto another, and said, holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of His glory.

4)  And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

5)  Then said I, woe is me! For I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the KING, the LORD of hosts.

Imagine, this infinite God encourages us-------weak, finite, rebellious sinners-----to come boldly unto His glorious throne of grace: that we might find grace to help in time of need.  

THRONE OF GRACE

Secondly, as we look at this wonderful verse in Hebrews chapter 4, we see that God describes His throne as the “throne of grace”.   

In Psalm 130, we read this interesting verse:

4)  But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared.

God is able to forgive.  No man can forgive sins.  The Pharisees were correct when they said to Jesus who can forgive sins but God only.  Salvation is impossible with man; but possible with God.  

The Lord Jesus Christ’s death has opened up a fountain of cleansing grace: there is grace possible with God that can wash away all of our sins.  

Grace there is that can cast all of our sins into the depths of the sea (as Christ dies the 2nd death for His people and carries each one of His people’s sins into the destructive fires of hell).  There is grace that resides with God that can put away our sins as far as the east is from the west.  There is grace that sits upon the throne at the right hand of the Father Who is able to remove our sins in order that they be remembered no more.  

God encourages us to come boldly unto this throne of grace, that we might obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

COME BOLDLY

The third point we want to look at is that God does indicate that sinners are to come boldly unto the throne of His grace.  Does this mean that we are to arrogantly stride into the holy of holies (through the means of prayer) and demand that God grant us His grace?  Dare we dictate to infinite God what He is to do regarding His gracious offer of pardon to those whom He delights in? 

Has not God said that He will have “mercy on whom He will have mercy”?   

Let us remember, that this is the Great God of heaven that you and I have offended in numerous ways.  We have rebelled against this God.  We have hated Him and been at enmity with Him.  The very fact that we dare show ourselves AT ALL in the presence (through prayer) of this God-------and He tolerates our presence------IS AN ACT OF BOLDNESS.  

But when we come, we dare not come arrogantly; we dare not come proudly; but rather we come as the prodigal son determined to come after he had wasted his father’s inheritance.  Luke 15:

18)  I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee,

19)  and am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.
If we come unto God it is bold; but when we come let us come as the publican in the temple (Luke 18):

13)  And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

If God has moved in you to begin desiring that your sins might be blotted out; then come boldly unto the throne of God’s grace; but come as the people of Nineveh came: turn to Jonah, chapter 3:

8)  But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every one from his evil way, and from the violence that is in their hands.

9)  Who can tell IF God will turn and repent, and turn away from His fierce anger, that we perish not?  
TIME OF NEED

Lastly, Hebrews 4:16 tells us that we are to come boldly in order that we might find grace that will help us in our time of need.  

The book of Esther offers a good illustration of what God has in view by this language in Hebrews 4:16.  Let’s turn to Esther, chapter 1:

4)  When he shewed the riches of his glorious kingdom and the honour of his excellent majesty many days, even an hundred and fourscore days.

King Ahasuerus in the book of Esther reigns over an enormous kingdom.  As such, he is a picture of God who reigns over all things.  

In this true historical account (which also is an historical parable) we find that Queen Vashti has been deposed.  And after some time a Jewish woman named Esther is made queen.

Haman, is an evil man who has a high postion of authority in Ahasuerus’ kingdom; and he arranges for the Jews to be put to death on a certain date.  Queen Esther is told by Mordecai to go in unto the king and beseech him for the lives of the Jews who have been condemned to die: Esther responded to Mordecai in chapter 4:

10)  Again Esther spake unto Hatach, and gave him commandment unto Mordecai;

11)  all the king’s servants, and the people of the king’s provinces, do know, that whosoever, whether man or woman, shall come unto the king into the inner court, who is not called, there is one law of his to put him to death, except such to whom the king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he may live: but I have not been called to come in unto the king these thirty days.

This situation in the book of Esther is very parallel to our situation, and to every sinner’s situation between Himself and the Almighty. A death warrant has been signed and sealed.  In Shushan the palace it was certain that on the day appointed all who were Jews would surely perish.  

Likewise, my friends, due to our sins a day of judgment has been set; and it is certain that if you do not have a Saviour you will perish forever.

What was Esther’s only hope?  She too was a Jew, she too would have perished (see Esther 4: 13 & 14): her only hope was to approach unto the very king who had already signed her death warrant.  And on top of this, if she did not find favour in this king’s sight then she would be put to death.  

Again, this is similar to man’s predicament.  We our under God’s wrath; and our only hope is to approach unto the throne of the God who we have rebelled against and offended.  Our only hope for salvation is that He might (according to His good pleasure) extend the sceptre of His grace.  It is very interesting that the scepte is used as a symbol of the king’s grace in the book of Esther.  The Bible tells us in other places (Numbers 24:17) that the sceptre represents the Lord Jesus Christ who will arise out of Israel.  

Sinnners, God says, come boldly unto my throne of grace, that you MIGHT obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need; but know this dear sinner------it is entirely up to God whether or not He will extend the sceptre of His wonderful grace.  Let’s look at Esther chapter 5:

1)  Now it cam to pass on the third day, that Esther put on her royal apparel, and stood in the inner court of the king’s house, over against the king’s house: and the king sat upon his royal throne in the royal house, over against the gate of the house.

2)  And it was so, when the king saw Esther the queen standing in the court, that SHE OBTAINED FAVOUR IN HIS SIGHT: and the king held out to Esther the golden sceptre that was in his hand.  So Esther drew near, and touched the top of the sceptre.

Esther came forth during a great time of need.  Her life, and the life of her people depended on the king granting her his favour.  Favour was granted her: it is also possible that the King of heaven might grant you His mercy if it be His will.

My friend, when is your time of need?  

Will you wait until your death bed; or until Christ returns? Will you seek grace from the throne of God on judgment day?  

No! On that day the throne of God is no longer referred to as the throne of grace--He will have judgment without mercy.  

The grace of God is available today: His throne is still a throne of great grace; but the time is fast approaching when the throne of God’s grace will for ever be removed.  Turn to 2 Corinthians, chapter 6:

2b)…..behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.

Now is your time of need.  Boldly come at this time; but humbly come as well.
May the Lord richly bless you,

