THE LORD IS MY HELPER

Hebrews 13: 1-6

1)  Let brotherly love continue.  

2)  Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares.
3)  Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body.
4)  Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.
5)  Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
6)  So that we may boldly say, the Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.
HELP!

Christians desperately need God’s help: unsaved mankind is set against the child of God; Satan and all of his forces go about seeking to destroy the believer.  

John 16:33 tells the Christian that in the world we will have tribulation.  This is our normal expectancy in this wicked world.  Believers have always had trouble living amongst the unsaved in this world.  Believers have always been reviled and persecuted for the Word’s sake.  

But in our day, as we approach very near to the end of the world-----the normal tribulation that believers have always been subject to will greatly increase.  Each child of God living today desperately needs the Lord’s help to endure what is coming upon the world at this time.  This is why Hebrews chapter 13, verses 5 and 6 are so comforting and encouraging to the child of God.  

MY HELPER

First of all, as we look at these encouraging verses we notice that verse 6 speaks of God as being our “helper”.  This of course is only true of the true child of God.  That is, God is not the helper of the unsaved: the unsaved are under the curse of God; the unsaved are under God’s wrath; they are subject to eternal destruction.  God is not helping the unsaved person at all in spiritual matters.

Eternal God has a special relationship with the one He has chosen to become saved.  In this day of inclusiveness: God makes it very clear that He is a God who blesses ONLY  His people.  He is a God who favours ONLY His people.  He is a God who loves ONLY His people.  God is the believers helper.  God is exclusively the believer’s helper because He has bound Himself to each child of God through His Son Jesus Christ.  The elect of God have entered into a marriage relationship with the Lord Jesus.  

Hebrews 13:4 mentions the marriage relationship as we read: “Marriage is honourable in all,…”  In verse 5 we read of the marriage vow that God has vowed as He has taken this redeemed people to be His bride: “….I WILL NEVER LEAVE THEE NOR FORSAKE THEE.”  

What an incredible statement this is: God has declared that He will never leave nor forsake the believer.  Perhaps if we turn to Matthew chapter 27 we will get a better idea of exactly what God is telling you (if you are a believer) and me:

46)  And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lamasabachthani?  That is to say, my God, my God, why hast thou FORSAKEN me?  

When Christ was forsaken by God the Father it meant that He was experiencing the wrath of God being poured out upon Him for all the ones He came to save.  In other words, to be forsaken is language that means to be under God’s wrath.   Therefore, when we read in Hebrews 13:5 that God will never leave us nor forsake us--------this means that you and I will never be destroyed in

The lake of fire.

  No wonder God tells us in the same verse to “be content with such things as ye have”: if the guarantee of God Himself that we will never suffer eternal destruction is not sufficient for us---then what will suffice you dear friend?  

The eternal God who knows all things: who Himself inhabits eternity and can therefore see deep into the future glory for His saints-----this God looks deep, deep, into that wonderful future we call heaven; and He promises an eternal promise that He “…will never leave nor forsake thee.”  

God has set His seal to it: truly, by the unchanging nature of God; and by the fact that it is impossible for God to lie, He has told us simply that we have inherited an eternal inheritance.  The child of God is guaranteed eternal life: “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.”

Incidentally, as we look at the spiritual union between Christ and His people and how the Lord has made a marriage vow that can never be broken: we also need to note that this ought to be the character of the human marriage relationship also.  

In Ephesians, chapter 5, we learn that the marriage institution is a picture of the spiritual relationship that exists between Christ and the true church of God.  We have also learned that this marriage between Christ and His bride will continue eternally.  God will never forsake His bride the elect people of God.

Therefore, the marriage relationship which pictures this wonderful union ought NEVER to be broken.  There is not to be divorce within the human marriage relationship----because divorce is a picture of the judgment of God.  Divorce is a forsaking of an individual by a husband or wife.  No wonder Dueteronomy 24:1 reads the way it does:

1)  When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write a bill of divorcement,…

In order to divorce someone they must not be able to find grace in your eyes.  The uncleanness (or sin) that you see in your wife: you desire to be put away from you.  Divorce is most surely a picture of judgment upon sin.  See verse 3 of Deuteronomy 24:

3)  And if the latter husband HATE her, and write her a bill of divorcement,….

When a person divorces another, they are hating the one they desire to put away from them.  It is no wonder that Christ points to a problem in the hearts of the men of Israel  in Matthew 19:8 :

“…Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so.”

The marriage relationship is designed to be a vivid and living picture of the union between God and His people: therefore the Bible forbids divorce for any reason.  The Bible forbids a man to divorce a woman (and a woman to divorce a man); just as the Bible forbids a man to judge another.  

THE LORD

It is important for us to realize exactly who our helper is---- He is the Lord.  

The child of God’s helper is not a man, or even a company of men.  It is not a government or a powerful nation; but our helper is the Lord.  

Amazingly, the great and mighty God says that He will help His people.  This is not something new, God has always helped His people.  As a matter of fact, He has taken care to write this fact into His law: see Deuteronomy 20:

1)  When thou goest out to battle against thine enemies, and seest horses, ands chariots, and a people more than thou, be not afraid of them: for the LORD God is with thee, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.

2)  And it shall be, when ye are come nigh unto the battle, that the priest shall approach and speak unto the people,

3)  And shall say unto them, hear, O Israel, ye approach this day unto battle against your enemies: let not your hearts faint, fear not, and do not tremble, neither be ye terrified because of them;

4)  For the LORD your God is He that goeth with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.

The law of God states that God will help His people and fight against their enemies in battle.  God has fulfilled this Scripture throughout the Bible: go to 2 Chronicles 14:

9)  And there came out against them Zerah the Ethiopian with an host of a thousand thousand, and three hundred chariots; and came unto Mareshah.

10)  Then Asa went out against him, and they set the battle in array in the valley of Zephathah at Mareshah.

11)  And Asa cried unto the LORD his God, and said, LORD, it is nothing with thee TO HELP, whether with many, or with them that have no power: help us, O LORD our God; for we rest on thee, and in thy name we go against this multitude.  O LORD, thou art our God; let not man prevail against thee.

12)  So the LORD smote the Ethiopians before Asa, and before Judah; and the Ethiopians fled.

Notice as we read these historical accounts  that the enemy possesses a great force.  Apparently, as we look on the outward appearance of things----all the might and all the power lies with those who hate God.  But consistently, God tells His people not to fear the power of man; but to lean back into His all powerful arms.  Let’s turn over to 2 Chronicles 20:

1)  It came to pass after this also, that the children of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with them other beside the Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat to battle.

2)  Then there came some that told Jehoshaphat, saying, there cometh a great multitude against thee from beyond the sea on this side Syria; and, behold, they be in Hazazontamar, which is Engedi.

3)  And Hehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.

4)  And Judah gathered themselves together, to ask HELP OF THE LORD: even out of all the cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD.

5)  And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation  of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD, before the new court,

6)  And said, O LORD God of our fathers, art not thou God in heaven?  And rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen?  And in thine hand is there not power and might, so that none is able to withstand thee?  

God answers the prayers of His people: read a little further on in the same chapter:

16)  To morrow go ye down against them: behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them at the end of the brook, before the wilderness of Jeruel.

17)  Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the LORD with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go out against them: for the LORD will be with you.

Jehoshaphat and Judah trusted the Word of God in this matter and God did smite the forces of the enemy.  Also, in 2 Chronicles 32 we find a similar account with king Hezekiah: in Hezekiah’s day the Assyrian army had destroyed many nations: they had also destroyed Samaria a few years earlier; they had taken all of the fenced cities of Judah; and were now besieging the city of Jerusalem.  If ever things looked hopeless it was on that day when over 185,000 Assyrians encamped themselves round about the remnant of the people of God.  

We live in a day when Satan is loosed.  He has gathered God and Magog together for the final battle.  The corporate church has been overrun.  They have been carried away from their duty as watchmen; and the king of Assyria (typifying Satan) has placed Babylonians and others in their places for the most part.  Men who worship the God of the land but also worship their own idols.  Even the Reformed community of our day has been taken (just as the fenced cities of Judah); these last to fall into the enemies hands have been clinging very closely to believers by flatteries; but during the time near the very end of the world----they too have been overrun by the enemy.  

However, despite all this, what we read in 2 Chronicles 32 is very much applicable to us today:

7)  Be strong and couragious, be not afraid nor dismayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is with him: for there be more with us than with him:

8)  With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the LORD our God to help us, and to fight our battles.  And the people rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.

Our you afflicted my friend?  If you are truly a child of God I know you are.  We are not fighting in the literal city of Jerusalem; but believers are the new Jerusalem, the bride of Christ.  And spiritual battle is most definitely going on in our lives each and every day.  It is raging in the home; and it is raging at work.  I am sure that you have realized that you are indeed compassed round about by a mighty host.  

Remember, the biblical principle is that the battle belongs to God.  It is His fight.  After all, when ever anyone is attacking a believer, there are really attacking God Himself.  Turn to Psalm 35:

1)  Plead my cause, O LORD, with them that strive with me: fight against them that fight against me.

If you are born again God is for you.  If you are born again God will fight for you.  Some may have some difficulty accepting this truth because it seems that God is not helping His people in our day.   But it appears that God is fighting against His people.  God is not fighting against those that are truly born again.  But He is fighting against those in the churches that are associated with Him by name only; but their hearts are far from Him.  We must be careful not to confuse the two.  Remember, God has promised in Hebrews 13:5 “I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.”  

THE LORD IS
Let’s read our verse in Hebrews 13 once again:

6)  So that we may boldly say, the Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.

Please notice that Hebrews 13:6 does not say: “the Lord WAS my helper”; although it is true; and each child of God can testify that God has indeed helped us in times past; nonetheless, our verse does not say “was”.  

Also, please notice that Hebrews 13:6 does not say: “the Lord WILL be my helper”: although it is true that our God will help us into eternity future.  Nonetheless, our verse does not say “will be”.  

But Hebrews 13:6 says: “the Lord IS my helper”.  Dear child of God, our God has not left us.   He will never leave nor forsake us.  He is now present with all of His power and all of His might.  So we need not fear man. Go to Psalm 46:

1)  God is our refuge and strength, a VERY PRESENT HELP IN TROUBLE.

2)  Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;

3)  Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof.  Selah.

My friend are you afraid of the circumstances in your current situation?  So was Asa.  So was Jehoshaphat.  So was Hezekiah.  Until they prayed.  Until they realized that what was coming against them was way beyond their own strength to handle.  Until they went to the Lord in prayer and spread out the whole situation before God .  Take your current problems (whatever they are) to the Lord and beseech Him for His mercies sake to arise for your help.  To ride upon the wings of the wind and come to your aid.  

:In what way God will help you I don’t know; but if you are one of His elect-------He promises to help you.  All of your enemies probably will not fall down dead in the morning; but He will help you in your situation.  

May the Lord richly bless you
