THINE EXPECTATION

We are living in a day when God has opened up many of the hidden things found in His creation.  That is, God has given to the world an ability (over the last 150 years or so) to discover things in His creation that are making life much, much easier to live for mankind.  

God, of course, is doing this in order to speed the getting out of His gospel to the nearly 7 billion souls now alive on the earth.  But a 2nd  purpose behind God allowing mankind to discover so many things in electronics and so forth, is that God is now giving mankind their fill of what they want most----the world itself.  

We are nearing the end of the world (which we now know will happen in October, 2011).  We are living at a time when Christ will soon return and this world will be destroyed by fervent fire; and the unsaved will be cast into the lake of fire to be destroyed forever.

  God has taken the wraps off of man’s sinful heart and has permitted man to sin more and more without restraint.  Likewise, almost at the same time God has taken the wraps off of many things hidden within His creation and man is jumping for joy over the abundance of material things that he can now lust after.

Believers, are not ignorant of what is going on: believers see the world around them enjoying the things of the world to a greater and greater degree.  Believers know that to begin with, the ungodly are not in spiritual trouble like they are; that is, the ungodly do not face a spiritual battle within: the flesh being contrary to the spirit.  The ungodly do not face spiritual opposition from Satan and the kingdom of darkness.  The ungodly are not chastened by God: because God does not love them; therefore, He does not chasten them as a son.  The ungodly find comfort and great fellowship with the world around them, those in their families, in their work place, in their neighborhoods, in every place they go, are just like themselves----spiritually dead.  

To the child of God troubled on every side; fighting within and without: the ease and seemingly carefree life of the unsaved can appear very appealing.  

And when the goods and material comforts are added to the apparent spiritual ease of the wicked----surely a believer might be tempted to envy sinners.  This is why God tells us in Proverbs 23 these words:

17)  Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the LORD all the day long.

18)  For surely there is an end; and thine expectation shall not be cut off.
FEAR OF THE LORD

What is the opposite side of envying sinners?  God says in Proverbs 23:17 that it is to “be in the fear of the LORD”.  Let’s take a look at some verses that describe to us what it is to fear the LORD: go to Proverbs 8:

13)  The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate.

Also, turn to Proverbs 16:

6)  By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil.

The person who is in the fear of the LORD will be turning away from evil.    

God commands us to not envy sinners; but to be in the fear of the Lord; He also explains to us why we should not envy sinners: see Proverbs 24:

1)  Be not thou envious against evil men, neither desire to be with them.

2)  For their heart studieth DESTRUCTION, and their lips talk of mischief.
See how God warns us no to envy and then adds that those we might be tempted to envy our headed for destruction.  Also, look at these verses in the same chapter (24):

19)  Fret not thyself because of evil men, neither be thou envious at the wicked;

20)  For there shall be no reward to the evil man; the candle of the wicked shall be put out.
Believers, those saved by Christ’s grace will be rewarded with the gift of eternal life.  The unsaved will not receive any such reward.  They have no eternal inheritance; the inheritance of the unsaved man is right now.  All the things that he can grab a hold of in this life is his portion.  It is his treasure.  

But the child of God (who also is given a portion in this life; that is we also own homes and have cars, etc. ) is given an inheritance that stretches far beyond the boundaries of this temporal world.  The child of God is given life eternal.  God, time and again, tells us not to envy sinners; and time and again He tells us that the reason that we are not to envy them is because: “For surely there is an end;…”.  Turn over to Psalm 37:

1)  Fret not thyself because of evil doers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity.

2)  For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb.

Do you see the connection once again?  Do not envy your brother or sister, do not envy your neighbor or coworker because they will die and what ever it was that you had envied about them will perish with them.  

Just think, one day, a man has a wardrobe full of the finest clothes in the world; he has a refrigerator stocked with the most delicious and expensive food that the world knows; he has a tremendous house; several fancy and luxurious cars; he has a beautiful wife and family.  He has a huge bank account; and his wallet is full of spending money.  Many, in all probability have cast an envious glance in his direction.  

Then, the next day he slips on the ice and falls and is rushed to the hospitable where he is soon certain to die from a brain injury.  

Who envies the man while he lies on the deathbed?  Who covets the man’s clothes, or food, or house, or cars, or family?  Who envies the man’s wealth and would O so desire to trade places with the man as he now lies on a hospital bed waiting a sure death?  

No one envies him on his death bed. 

But why not?  He still possesses all of those things that the day before he was envied for--why not still envy him on the hospital bed?  

The answer is------because we know his end.  We know surely this man will soon face his end.  

The fact that there is most certainly an end (not only to each of our individual lives but to the world as well) is why a child of God ought never envy a sinner (that is one who is not saved).  

You would not envy a man upon his death bed; but would you be found envying a sinner on his way to hell?    Let’s read further about this in Psalm 73:

2)  But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped.

3)  For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.

Now, read a little further down in the same Psalm: where we find that the child of God mentioned in this Psalm envied up until a certain point:

17)  Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then UNDERSTOOD I THEIR END.

18)  Surely thou didst set them in slippery places: thou castedst them down into destruction.

If we find ourselves jealous of the world-----then it is certain that we are not properly understanding the complete picture of our salvation.  We our not properly understanding the fact that we ourselves (if we be a true born again believer) will indeed live forever.  We are also not properly understanding that those we see laughing and enjoying the fatness of the land today-----will indeed die the 2nd death of eternal destruction.

NOT BE CUT OFF

Proverbs 23:18 assures us that our “expectation” shall not be “cut off”.  

In the book of Isaiah, chapter 53 we discover what it means to be “cut off”:

8)  He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare His generation?  For He was CUT OFF OUT OF THE LAND OF THE LIVING: for the transgression of my people was He stricken.

Isaiah 53 is a wonderful description of the Messiah (Christ) that would come.  And in this prophetic writing we find that Christ must be “cut off out of the land of the living” for the sins of the people He came to save.  Therefore, since we know that Christ’s death was the equivalent of suffering for all those He redeemed; we know that the language to be “cut off” points to being under God’s wrath.  

Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through the Lord Jesus that we (His people) will not be cut off eternally.  But rather, we will receive our expectation.

What is the child of God’s expectation?  

We expect that one day soon the Lord Jesus Christ will return and destroy this world (He will return for the believers all of which will be raptured on May 21st, 2011, and the world will ultimately be destroyed 5 months later on October 21,2011).  

 We expect that the universe will be rolled up as a scroll (at that time).    

Believers then expect to live in the new heavens and the new earth eternally.  We expect that in this wonderful and glorious place that we know as heaven there will be no more sorrow; no more sin; no more death; no more tears.  We expect that we will live in the very presence of God continually learning more and more about His infinite Being  as we go on deep, deep, into eternity future.  

YOUR EXPECTATION

My friend, what is your expectation?  

Have you embraced the promise? 

If you truly have an expectation of an eternal inheritance; and if you truly believe God as He has spoken in the Bible regarding these things-------then brethren, God tells us all:

“Be thou in the fear of the LORD ALL THE DAY LONG.  For surely there is an end;

Cease from man whose flesh is as the grass; who today is; but tomorrow will be cast into the oven.  

Cease from envying the wicked their portion of a pitiful inheritance.  Which portion they themselves will vomit up.

Cease my dear friend, from self pity regarding your life as a seemingly isolated witness to the truth of God and His Word.  It is very hard to feel pity for someone who has had all of their sins forgiven; and who is guaranteed an eternity of spiritual riches beyond understanding.  

Cease from living this life as though THIS is your only inheritance.  

May the Lord richly bless you
