MEN OF RENOWN

Please read Numbers chapter 16 (to understand the context of the verses below):

32  And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the men that appertained unto Korah, and all their goods.

33  They, and all that appertained to them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth closed upon them: and they perished from among the congregation.

Historically we know that Israel was in bondage a great many years.  They were slaves in the land of Egypt; and the Egyptian taskmasters ruled over the Israelites with cruel rigour.  Perhaps the most telling sign of just how horrible life for a slave was in Egypt was when Pharaoh ordered that all of the male Hebrew children were to be slain.  

God, in His mercy, sent a deliverer (Moses) to let Pharaoh know that the Israelites must be freed; or God would send tremendous plagues upon Egypt.  Pharaoh hardened his heart and God sent plague after plague until Egypt was practically destroyed.  

The Israelites witnessed all of this firsthand.  They saw God bring a mighty nation to its knees in order that He might free His people from bondage.  They saw too when Pharaoh and the Egyptians hearts were hardened and they pursued after Israel unto the border of the Red Sea.  God told the fearful people to stand still and witness His great salvation.  The Red Sea was parted and the Israelites (Korah, Dathan, and Abiram among them) traveled through the Red Sea as though it were dry ground.  

Spiritually, we know that when the Israelites were slaves in Egypt this pointed to the fact that all mankind is in bondage to sin.  We are bound by the cords of our own iniquity; and we are simply slaves to the lusts of the flesh and mind.  

Pharaoh, who ruled over Egypt was a type and a picture of Satan who rules over the kingdom of darkness; and as sinners are bound in the chains of their sins: it is Satan who then served as lord over the sinner.  

The deliverance from Egypt is a beautiful picture of God saving His people from the slavery of their sins.  As Moses and the Egyptians crossed the Red Sea this typified the believers be saved from hell as Christ has opened up a way through the depths of hell for each one that He came to save.  Then, as Israel begins its wilderness sojourn, this is a vivid picture of the believers living in this world and facing test after test from God.  

As we watch the nation of Israel in the wilderness, we have to keep in mind that what we will learn about them is also applicable to the New Testament church; and especially the church of our day.  God wants us to relate the experiences of the Israelites to ourselves: He steers us in this direction when He refers to Israel in Acts 7:38 as the “…church in the wilderness…”.  Also as we read the account of Israel during their wilderness sojourn we should always keep these verses in 1 Corinthians 10 in mind:

10)  Neither murmur ye, as some of them murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.

11)  Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.
12)  Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.
RETURN INTO EGYPT

When we consider the historical situation of the Israelites being slaves having served years of hard bondage it is kind of strange to read again and again throughout the book of Numbers of their perverse desire to return back into Egypt.  We see this in Numbers chapter 11:

1 ¶ And when the people complained, it displeased the LORD: and the LORD heard it; and his anger was kindled; and the fire of the LORD burnt among them, and consumed them that were in the uttermost parts of the camp.

2  And the people cried unto Moses; and when Moses prayed unto the LORD, the fire was quenched.

3  And he called the name of the place Taberah: because the fire of the LORD burnt among them.

4 ¶ And the mixt multitude that was among them fell a lusting: and the children of Israel also wept again, and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat?

5  We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlick:

6  But now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before our eyes.

The Israelites despised the manna that God had miraculously provided for them as it fell from heaven.  Instead, their minds turned back and remembered the varied food of Egypt.  With fond memories their minds played over and over again the different types of food that they had enjoyed in their slavery.  Soon, they were telling themselves that Egypt was not that bad a place after all.  Egypt had much better food than this-----manna.  Go to Numbers chapter 21:

4 ¶ And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way.

5  And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread.

Notice, that their soul was much discouraged because of the WAY.  Also, notice again how the people of Israel despised manna.  There soul “loatheth” the manna.  It was always the same.  It never changed.  Turn to the gospel of John, chapter 6:

31  Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat.

32  Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven.

33  For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.

34  Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread.

35  And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.

Christ says that He is the One that was typified by the bread from heaven that the Israelites despised so much.  Christ is the true manna.  Also, remember, the Israelites were much discouraged because of the WAY.  In John 14:6 Jesus says He is the WAY the truth and the life.  

Historically, it is hard to understand how a people freed from cruel bondage could ever desire to return to their slavery.  But spiritually, we can see things much more clearly.  

Their are a great many people today that have a similar desire to return to Egypt.  Or, to return to the world.  These people are called Christians but have never truly been born again.  And in the depths of their heart their true desire is to go back to the world.  

Some do, some get tired of trying to live the Christian life and simply return to their former sins.  Many others attempt to return to Egypt through a much more deceitful way--------they mishandle and distort the Bible until it allows them to sin at will.  

My friends, God warns us that these things were written for our admonition -- upon whom the ends of the world are come.  The desire to return to Egypt never left the Israelites because they never became new creatures.  See Numbers 14:

1 ¶ And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night.

2  And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness!

3  And wherefore hath the LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt?

4  And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt.

How many today are appointing captains over themselves and returning to Egypt?  That is, how many are finding Bible teachers that are finding “new” things in the Scriptures which really are false doctrines and false gospels which turn people out of the narrow way of salvation.  You know the –way— salvation is difficult.  It is a way of persecution.  It is a way of tribulation.  It is a way of affliction.  To a soul who has indeed experienced a new birth the way of salvation can at times be very discouraging; but to the sinner who has never experienced God’s grace in taking away his burden of sin and giving the person a new heart--------the way of the Christian life is extremely DISCOURAGING.  

Soon, the sinner’s mind (full of deceit) begins to play back memories of old sins that now seem so sweet to him considering all that he has been experiencing of late is nothing but the manna of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  How dull and regular is the Word of God to the sinner who is spiritually dead.  O the sinner cries out-----enough of this bread-----give me Egypt.  This perverse desire to return to slavery was the root cause of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram’s rebellion: see Numbers 16:

1 ¶ Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men:

2  And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the congregation, men of renown:

Korah, Dathan, and Abiram were said to be “…famous in the congregation, men of renown.”  The Hebrew word translated as “renown” is most often translated as “name”.  They were men of a name.  Famous in the congregation.  

In verses 13 and 14 we find out that these men of renown also had their minds on the promised land; but it was not the promised land of the land of Canaan; but of Egypt:

13  Is it a small thing that thou hast brought us up out of a land that floweth with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, except thou make thyself altogether a prince over us?

14  Moreover thou hast not brought us into a land that floweth with milk and honey, or given us inheritance of fields and vineyards: wilt thou put out the eyes of these men? we will not come up.     

These men turned everything around: Egypt they said was the land that flowed with milk and honey.  

My friend, have you been thinking about the world?  Are the things of the world looking better and better to you?  Is the deep down desire of your heart to return to some sin?  Are you discouraged because of the WAY of the life of a child of God?  

If so dear friend, then fall down upon your knees and beseech the Lord for His mercy.  Cry out to Him that your only desire might be to feed upon the manna of God.  Pray that you would be content with the truths of the gospel and nothing else.  Let’s read how God responded to Korah, Dathan, and Abiram’s rebellion:

ALIVE INTO THE PIT
30  But if the LORD make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, and swallow them up, with all that appertain unto them, and they go down quick into the pit; then ye shall understand that these men have provoked the LORD.

31  And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these words, that the ground clave asunder that was under them:

32  And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the men that appertained unto Korah, and all their goods.

33  They, and all that appertained to them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth closed upon them: and they perished from among the congregation.

These men had a name amongst the congregation: they were men of renown.  Today, they would have been our church leaders; our deacons, our elders, our pastors.  And God wants us to know, remember 1 Corinthians 10 tells us that these things were written for our ensamples-----God wants us to know that it is not what the congregation thinks of us that is important; if we are not a true child of God then we will face the judgment of God just as surely as Korah and his rebellious company.  

Notice, that the fact that these men went down into the pit “alive” is made very clear to us.  Why does God stress that these men were “alive” when they went down into this hole in the earth?  

Historically, it is true, the ground opened up and these men, and their families went down into the pit.  But does God have another reason for saying they went down “alive” into the pit?  Yes.  Turn to the book of Revelation chapter 19:

20)  And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image.  THESE BOTH WERE CAST ALIVE INTO A LAKE OF FIRE BURNING WITH BRIMSTONE.

The beast and the false prophet are both cast “alive” into the lake burning with fire and brimstone.  This is very similar language to what we find in Numbers 16.  The beast (Satan) and the false prophet are cast down alive into the lake of fire.  Again, we have to wonder why does God say they were cast “alive” into the lake of fire?  After all, there are spiritually dead; why stress that they are “alive” in some way?  

Turn to Revelation chapter 3 and we will get our answer:

1)  And unto the angel in the church of Sardis write; these things saith He that hath the seven spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, THAT THOU HAST A NAME THAT THOU LIVEST, AND ART DEAD.

The beast and false prophet have a name that they live-----that is, they present a gospel that claims to give life.  But in reality they are dead.  Notice also, that God says that some have a “name” that they live.  If you remember, Korah and company were called famous in the congregation; “MEN OF RENOWN”.  The Hebrew word translated as “renown” is overwhelmingly translated as “name” throughout the Old Testament.  

Dear Christian friend, you have a name.  You are a man of renown.  A man of a name.  And that name is the name of Christian.  When you took that name upon yourself you claimed to be alive.  God however is not deceived.  On the last and terrible day of judgment there will be many who claimed to be alive; many men of renown who will testify to Christ of their works; and Christ will soon destroy them in the burning lake of fire and brimstone--just as he did in a figure with Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.  God will eternally destroy them and bring upon them the 2nd death with the claim upon their lips that they are “alive”.  

My friend, if you return to Egypt (in your heart) you also will be cast into the lake of fire alive; even if you have been a man of renown.  

May the Lord richly bless you
